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Glossary 

 

(1) Rotary Volunteers 

Rotarians put Rotary’s motto of Service Above Self into action every day and in every part of 

the world, generously contributing their time and skills to help others.  Rotary clubs carry out 

service projects that address critical needs locally and often work with distant clubs to co-

sponsor international efforts.  Rotary Volunteers are vital to the success of this humanitarian 

work.  The Rotary Volunteers program fosters active volunteer participation at home and 

abroad, drawing upon the spirit of community and global service that lies at the heart of Rotary 

International’s mission. 

The Rotary Volunteers program aims to: 

** Increase awareness among Rotarians and non-Rotarians of volunteer opportunities in their 

own and other communities that require special expertise or skill; 

** Assist clubs and districts in finding volunteers with skills that are unavailable locally and 

discovering the benefits of using volunteers in service projects; 

** Help Rotarians identify volunteer opportunities available through projects sponsored by 

Rotary clubs and districts and other worthy organizations; 

** Encourage and facilitate Rotarian participation in volunteer activities that foster 

understanding, fellowship, and goodwill; 

** Improve quality of life and reduce economic disparity worldwide through education, health 

care, agricultural productivity, technology, sanitation, and potable water. 

 

(2) Vietnamese War Refugees in Hong Kong 

After the Vietnam War ended in April 1975 with the Fall of Saigon, North Vietnam reunited the 

northern and southern halves of the country, many people began to flee out of fear of the new 

Communist Government.  Many refugees headed by boat to nearby countries, initially 

Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, and the British Crown Colony Hong Kong.  Many 

Southeast Asian nations had repulsed “boat people”, but Hong Kong was one city that had kept 

the door open.  Hong Kong received its first wave of Vietnamese refugees on 4 May 1975 (see 

photo below).  The result, as Hong Kong Rotarians said, was inhuman over-crowding in one of 

the world’s most heavily populated cities.  Rotarians were working hard, though, to relieve the 

situation.  Hong Kong Rotarians, in co-operation with the Government and other local service 

organizations, had prepared a film and an illustrated booklet explaining the plight of 

Indochina’s refugees and Hong Kong’s efforts to relieve the situation.  The film and literature 

were distributed among the service organizations in the United States, stirring support for 

efforts to resettle the thousands of homeless refugees.  Hong Kong had been one of the central 

disembarkation ports for Indochinese “boat people” in search of an open port and new home.  

The result was over-crowded camps filled with sickness, hunger, and misery. 

Backed by a humanitarian policy of the Colonial Hong Kong Government, and under the 

auspices of the United Nations, some Vietnamese were permitted to settle in Hong Kong.  The 

illegal entry of Vietnamese refugees was a problem which plagued the Government of Hong 

Kong for 25 years.  About 15 refugee camps were set up in various locations to provide free 

shelter, food, medical services, educational classes, etc.  The problem was only resolved in 

2000.  Between 1975 and 1999, 143,700 Vietnamese refugees were resettled in other countries 

and more than 67,000 Vietnamese migrants were repatriated. 
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This article was edited by Herbert K. Lau (劉敬恒) (Rotary China Historian) on 1 July 2014. 

 

 
 


